. GENERAL STATUTES
;o . 33

' OF THR

STATE OF MINNESOTA,

IN FORCE JANUARY, 1891.

| CONTAINING ALL THE LAW OF A GENERAL NATURE NOTY
REMEDIAL, THE LATTER BEING IN VOL. 2.

COMPILED AND ANNOTATED

BY

JNO. F. KELLY,

Or THE ST. PAuL Bar,

SECOND EDITION,

ST. PAUL:

PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHOR.
1891,




s
.
-
s
[
AR
i
‘
L
®

i R

s

e

P ITRT Ny 7 SRR

-y,
TR

Faleb-31

2 R TR AT

RIS - -, TP,

P

MINNESOTA STATUTES 1891

CHAPTER 15.
RELIEF OF THE POOR.

Acts 1889, ch. 170, §§ 1, 2, established two systems of relief — the county system as then op-
erative under ch. 15, G. S., and the town system as established by that act.

COUNTY SYSTEM. TOWN SYSTEM.
Sections. . Sections.
1805. Defined. 1825. When operative.
1806. Tax for. 1826-1829. Relief under town system.
1807-1808. Liability of relatives. 1830. Interest in contracts prohibited.
- 1809. County to support, when. . 1831. Poor-houses. ’
1810-1811. Legal residence. 1832-1835. Taxes for.
1812-1814. County commissioners — Duties. | 1836-1837. Election to change systems.
1815-1818. Overseers of the poor. 1838. Existing systems to continue,
1819. Physicians of the poor. 1839-1840. Paupers discharged from state
1820. Conveyance to poor-house, prison, .
1821, Care of sick pauper. 1841-1844, Burial of indigent soldiers and
1822. Apprentice minors, marines.
1823. Burial of paupers.
1824, Bringing paupers into state —
Penalty.

County SysTEM.

Skc. 1805. Defined.— Every poor person who is dependent upon the public
for maintenance or relief shall be a charge upon the county in which such
poor person has a legal residence, as provided by chapter fifteen (15), general
statutes of one thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight (1878), unless other-
wise provided by law, and the system of caring for the poor in such counties
shall be known as the county system.

1889; ch, 170, § 1: “* An act to authorize counties to change their system of caring for the
poor.” Approved April 23, 1889. .

Sec. 1806. Tax for relief of poor.— The board of county commissioners
of each county shall, at the time of fixing and levying the amount of county
tax to be raised and collected in said county in each year, assess, levy, and
cause to be collected, in the same manner and at the same time that other
county taxes are assessed, levied and collected therein, an amount of tax, over
and above all other county taxes, sufficient to meet and defray the estimated
expense of supporting and relieving the poor therein, according to the provis-
ions of this chapter, during the succeeding year, and to supply and make up
any deficiency of the fund raised for such purpose during the preceding year
to meet the actual expenditures made by the county during the preceding
year for the support and relief of the poor.

G. S. ch. 15, § 19,

Skc. 1807. Liability of relatives.— Every poor person who is unable to
earn a livelihood in consequence of bodily infirmity, idiocy, lunacy, or other
cause, shall be supported by the father, grandfather, mother, grandmother,
children, grandchildren, brothers or sisters of such poor person, if they or
either of them is of sutlicient ability; and every person who fails or refuses
to support his father, grandfather, mother, grandmother, child or grandchild,
sister or brother, when directed by the board of commissioners of the county
where such poor person is found, whether such relative resides in the county
of not, shall forfeit and pay to the county commissioners, for the use of the
poor of their county, the sum of fiftéen dollars per month, to be recovered in
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MINNESOTA STATUTES 1891

RELIEF OF THE POOR. [Secs. 1808-1811.

the name of the county commissioners, for the use of the poor as aforesaid,
before any justice of the peace or any county having jurisdiction: provided,
that when any person becomes a pauper from intemperance or other bad con-
duct, he shall not be entitled to any support from any relation except parent
or child.

G. 8. ch. 15, § 1. 33 M. 3852,

Skc. 1808. Order of liability.— The children shall be first called on to
support their parents, if there ‘are children of sufficient ability; if there are
none of sufficient ability, the parents of such poor person shall be next called
-on; and if there are no parents or children of sufficient ability, the brothers
and sisters shall be next called on; and if there are no brothers or sisters, the
grandchildren of such poor persons shall be called on, and then the grand-
parents; but married females, whilst their husbands live, shall not be liable
to an action.

G. S. ch. 15, § 2. 32 M. 387,

Src. 1809. County to support, when.— When any such poor person
«does not have any such relatives in any county in this state as are named in
the preceding sections, or such relatives are not of sufficient ability, or fail or
refuse to maintain such pauper, then the said pauper shall receive such relief
as the case may require out of the county treasury; and the maintenance and
relief of all such poor persons shall be a county charge, and shall be borne
by the county in which such poor person, at the time of applying for support
-or relief, has a legal residence and settlement, and be paid out of the treas-
ury thereof in the manner hereinafter provided.

G. S. ch. 15, §3. 29 M. 158.

Sko. 1810. Legal residence.— Any person, other than those hereinafter
provided tor, who has resided in any county in this state one year contin-
nously, shall, for the purposes of this chapter, be deemed to have gained a legal
residence and settlement in such county. Every indented servant or appren-
tice, legally brought into this state, shall obtain a legal settlement in the
county in which such servant or apprentice serves his master one year; and
every married woman, during coverture, shall be considered legally settled in
the county where her husband was last legally settled; but if she had no legal
settlement, she shall be considered as settled in the place where she was last
legally settled before marriage; and every minor who has not been eman-
«cipated from his parents, and gained a legal settlement in his own right, shall
be considered as settled in the place where his parents or surviving parent was
last legally settled.

G.S.ch 15,§4. 29 M. 241.

Skc. 1811. Same — Transportation to.— Whenever application for pub-
lic support or relief is made to any county commissioner by any person who
has not a legal settlement in the county in which such application is made,
but who has a legal settlement in some other county in this state at the time
-of making such application, the board, or chairman thereof, shall warn such
person to depart from said county; and if such person is unable or refuses so’
to depart within a reasonable time after being so warned, and he is likely to
become chargeable upon the public for support, the chairman of the board of
-county commissioners may issue an order,under his hand and the seal of said
board, directed to the sheriff or any constable of the same county, and requir-
ing him to take such person and convey him to the county in which he has
a legal settlement; and the sheriff or constable to whom the same is delivered
shall take such person and convey him to the county designated in said order.’
The reasonable expense of such removal shall be allowed and paid to such offi-
«cer out of the treasury of the county from which such person is conveyed, and
the amount of such expernse shall be a legal and valid claim in favor of such
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"MINNESOTA STATUTES 1891

Si:cs. 1812-1814.] RELIEF OF THE POOR.

county against the county in which such person has a legal settlement, and
shall be allowed and paid by the board of county commissioners thereof.

G. S. ch. 15, § 14.

Sec. 1812. County commissioners to care for poor.— The county
commissioners shall, by virtue of their office, be superintendents of the poor
of their respective counties; and the commissioners of each county shall take
charge of the poor supported at public expense therein, and have the manage-
ment of any poor-house, farm, workhouse, or other place provided for the ac-
commodation, support or employment of the poor therein.

G. S. ch. 15, § 5.

Sev. 1813. Same — Powers and duties.— The county commissioners
shall provide, and at all times keep provided, by purchase, lease or otherwise,
a suitable place for the reception, proper accommodation and maintenance of
all poor persons for whose maintenance such county may from time to time
become chargeable, according to the provisions of this chapter; and for that
purpose the board of county commissioners, at any regular meeting thereof,
by resolution may provide for the purchase or lease of any such farm, lot or
tract of land and buildings within their county, as said board may deem neces-
sary and proper for the accommodation and support of the poor of such county,
upon such terms as to time and manner of payment or otherwise as said board
may deem most advantageous to the county, and in accordance with such
resolution may negotiate for and purchase any such farm, lot or tract of land
and buildings, and contract for and procure the erection of buildings there-
upon; and the board may in its discretion establish and maintain in their
county a poor-farm or workhouse, or both, for the employment of such poor
persons supported by such county as may be able to perform manual labor;
and the expense and cost of providing such farm, lot or tract of land and
buildings, shall be defrayed by a special tax upon the taxable. property in such
county, to be assessed, levied, collected and paid over in the same manner as.
other county taxes: provided, that if, in the opinion of the county commis-
sioners, the number of poor persons in the county is not sufficiently large to.
warrant the purchase or rental of a farm or place for the maintenance of the
poor of the county, they may provide for theirsupport in any other way which
they may deem proper: * provided further, that if in the opinion of the county
commissioners a limited amount of aid will suffice to enable a person or fam-
ily who would otherwise have to be sent to the poor-house to be self-support-
ing they may provide for the partial support of such person or persons in any
way which they may deem proper: provided, this act shall apply to Goodhue
county only. :

G.’S. ch. 15, § 8, as amended 1883, ch. 86, Approved March 1st. Amendment below *. 25
M. 259,

Src. 1814. Powers of single commissioner.— Whenever application is
made to a county commissioner by or on behalf of any person in his district,
- for public relief or support, and reliable information is furnished that such
person is in a suffering condition from poverty, and requires public assistance
or support, said commissioner shall inquire into the condition and necessities
of such person, and if satisfied that such person is in actual need of, and is a
proper subject for public relief or support,and is legally settled in said county,
or has no legal settlement in this state, said commissioner shall make an order
in writing, signed by him officially, directed to the overseer of the poor of
- said county, that such person be received into the charge of the overseer of
the poor, and furnished suitable support, which order shall contain or be ac-
companied by a statement of facts signed by such commissioner, setting forth
the name, age, former occupation, place of residence, and length of residence
in said county if a resident thereof, and the condition of such person; and said
overseer shall, upon delivery to him of such order and presentation of such
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MINNESOTA STATUTES 1891

RELIEF OF THE POOR. [Skcs. 1813, 1816.

poor person, receive said poor person into his charge, and provide him with
support at the expense of said county, until the further order of the board of
county commissioners: provided, that if the commissioner to whom such ap-
plication is made shall, upon such inquiry, be of opinion that only temporary
and limited assistance to the extent hereinafter specified will be required by
such person, and that it will be for the interest of the county to gruant the
same, he may, instead of making the order aforesaid, allow such person relief
to the amount that he deems expedient, not exceeding the sum of twenty
dollars to any one person or family, and shall thereupon make a written cer-
tificate of such allowance, signed by him officially, in which he shall specify
the sum allowed, and the name and residence of the person to whom it s
granted; and upon presentation of such certificate at the office of the county
auditor of said county, such person shall be entitled to receive an order, duly
signed and sealed, upon the treasurer of said county, for the amount specified
therein, to be paid out of the fund appropriated to the support and relief of
the poor; but no county commissioner shall be authorized to grant such tem-
porary relief to any one person or family to exceed the sum of twenty dollars,
except by permission of the board of county commissioners of the county. In
case such commissioner deems it unsafe to entrust such poor person with the
expenditure of such sum of money, he may present his said certificate and re-
ceive such order, and draw the money thereupon, and expend the same, or so
much thereof as may be necessary, for the use of and in such a way as will
be most beneficial to such poor person, accounting to the board for the man-
ner of expending the same, and for any balance not so expended: provided,
that such temporary and limited assistance shall not continue or be allowed
for more than three months in any one year, [nor] exceed in the aggre-
gate the sum of fifty dollars: provided, that in the performance of the duties
required by this section such county commissioner shall receive the sam of
three (3) dollars per day for each day necessarily employed, and ten (10) cents
per mile for every mile necessarily traveled in the performance of such duty,
but no commissioner shall receive pay for the performance of such duty for
more than fifteen (15) days’ service, nor mileage to exceed one hundred (100)
miles in any one year.

G. 8. ch. 15, § 12, as amended 1877, ch. 13; 1885, ch. 263. Acts 1877 added the provision

that the temporary assistance shall not continue for more than three months in any year
and not exceed $50. Acts 1885 added the last proviso.

Szc. 1815. Overseers of the poor.— Whenever a place is provided in any
county for the reception and accommodation of the poor, according to section
six of this chapter, and once in each year thereafter, and as often as a vacancy
occurs in such office, the board of county commissioners of such county shall
appoint a suitable person, resident of said county, overseer of the poor of said
county, to perform the duties and exercise the authority specified in section
nine of this chapter; the term of appointment of such overseer shall be one
year, and until his successor in office is duly appointed and qualified, nnless
sooner removed by the board of county commissioners; he shall be liable to
be removed by said board at any time; and his compensation shall be fixed by
said board annually.

G.S.ch. 15, § 7. .

Sko. 1816. Same — Bond of.— Every person appointed overseer of the
poor shall before he enters upon the duties of such office, make and file with
the treasurer of said county a bond, with two or more good and sufficient
sureties, to be approved by said board of county commissioners, in such sum
as the said board directs, payable to the county treasurer of said county, con-
ditioned for the due and faithful performance of the duties of said office during
his continuance therein; and said board may require an additional bond when-
ever the former bond is deemed insecure. Upon default in the condition of
any such bond, the amount thereof shall be recoverable by and in the name
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MINNESOTA STATUTES 1891

Secs. 1817-1819.] RELIEF OF THE POOR.

of the county treasurer of said county, for the benefit of the poor fund of
said county.

G. 8. ch. 15, § 8.

Sec. 1817. Same —Powers and duties of.— Every overseer of the poor,
after qualifying as aforesaid, shall take and have the immediate charge, superin-
tendence, management and control of all poor persons supported and main-
tained by said county, and any farm or lot of land, work-house and other
buildings and property, purchased, leased, erected or provided by the board
of county commissioners, and used for the reception, accommodation and sup-
port or employment of the poor in said county, subject to the general author-
ity, supervision and direction of the board of county commissioners of the
county, or a committee thereof, appointed for the purposes of such general
supervision. He shall keep a record of the names, ages, residence and condi-
tion of all persons received under his charge in pursuance of this chapter, and
the date of each person’s reception and discharge, and of all deaths and births
of poor persons under his charge; and he shall keep a full and accurate account
of all moneys and other property received and disbursed by him in the ad-
ministration of his said office,, and shall settle his official accounts with the
said board of county commissioners at least once in each year, at such time as
said board appoints, and at the expiration of his term of office, and shall
therein account to said board for all moneys and other property so received
by him, and the manner they have been expended, and for any balance re-
maining unexpended. He shall annually, and at the expiration of his term of
office, and at other times when required by the board of county commission-
ers, render to said board a full and accurate report of the amount, kinds and
condition of all property under his care, by virtae of his said office; the num-
ber, names, ages and condition of all persons remaining under his charge at
the date of said report, or who have been under his charge during the time
covered by said report, by virtue of his said office; the length of time each
person has received support through him; the amount of the proceeds of any
land and work-house under his supervision as such overseer, and of the pro-
ceeds of the labor or employment of any such poor persons received by him
in money or otherwise, and the manner of the employment of such persons;
the amount and items of ali expenditures made by him in the administration
of said office, and such other facts and information as the said board require;
and the records and accounts kept by him as aforesaid shall at all times be
open to the inspection of the board of county commissioners of the county,
and of any member of said board.

G. 8. ch. 15, § 9.

Sko. 1818. Same.— All persons shall be received and taken in charge by
the overseer of the poor of any county, and provided by him with suitable
support at the place provided in said county for that purpose, upon the
written order of the board of county commissioners of said county, or of the
county commissioners of the district in said county in which sach persons
reside at the time such order is made, and not otherwise; but the board may
at any time discharge any person so received and receiving support from said
county, when satisfied that such person is not legally chargeable upon such
county.

G. S. ch. 15, § 11.

Ske. 1819. Physicians of the poor.
ers shall appoint one or more suitable and competent practicing physicians
to be physician or physicians of the poor of said county, whose duty it shall
be, upon direction of any county commissioner, or the overseer of the poor of
said county, to attend upon and prescribe for, all sick poor persons requiring
medical aid, in charge of such overseer of the poor by proper authority; and
also upon the written direction of any county commissioner of the said county

494
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MINNESOTA STATUTES 1891

RELIEF OF THE POOR. [SEcs. 1820-1823,

to attend upon and prescribe for all sick poor persons in said county requiring
medical aid who are at the time receiving or entitled to receive support or
relief from said county according to the provisions of this chapter. Such
physician or physicians, upon acceptance of such appointment, shall continue
therein during the pleasure of the board of county commissioners; unless he
or they sooner resign the same; and he or they may be removed by said board
at any time, and he or they shall receive snch compensation for his or their
services as shall from time to time be determined by said board.* And in the
event of the appointment of more than one such physician, the county com-
missioners shall prescribe, in the order of appointment, the district or ter-
ritory in which such physician shall act; and such physician shall not, except
in case of urgency, be required to act outside the limits of the district or ter-
ritory in and for which he was appointed. ’

G. 8. ch. 15, § 10, as amended 1881, ch. 85. Approved February 18th, Amendment gave
the power to appoint one “‘or more,” and added provision below ¥,

Sec. 1820. Conveyance to poor-house.— Whenever any county com-
missioner, or board of county commissioners, makes an order for any person
to be received into the charge of the overseer of the poor, and supported as
hereinbefore provided, who is unable by reason of sickness, infirmity or other-
wise, to proceed to the place provided for the reception of the poor in said
county, without conveyance at public expense, said board or commissioner
may, in writing, direct the sheriff or any constable of said county, convenient
to the place where such poor person may be, to take and convey him to the
place provided in said county for the reception of the poor; and such direction
and the order aforesaid shall be sufficient authority to said sheriff or constable
to take and convey such poor person to the place aforesaid, and he shall be
entitled to reasonable compensation for the necessary time and expense of so
doing, to be allowed by said board and paid out of the county treasury.

G. S. ch. 15, § 18.

Sec. 1821. Care of sick paupers.—In case application for support or
relief is made to a commissioner, or the board of county coimmissioners, by or
on behalf of any person in said county whose legal settlement at the time is
in another county in this state, and who is so sick, infirm or otherwise dis-
abled as to render it unsafe or inhuman to remove him, as provided in the
preceding section, and who is in actual and immediate need of public relief or
support, such commissioner, or the board to whom such application is made,
shall make an order or grant relief, in the same manner and to tha same effect,
and like proceedings shall be thereupon had, as are provided for in sections
twelve and thirteen of this chapter; and the amount of all proper expendi-
tures and disbursements made by such county in and about the support and
relief of any ‘such sick and infirm person shall constitute a valid legal claim
in favor of such county against the county in which such person has a legal
settlement, and shall be allowed and paid by the board of county commis-
sioners thereof.

G. S. ch, 15, §15. 29 M. 241,

Sec. 1822. Apprentice minors.— When any minor becomes chargeable
upon any county for support, the board of county commissioners of said
county shall bind such minor as an apprentice to some respectable person, a
householder of said county, if such person can be found who will take such
minor, by written indenture, of the same tenor and effect as required by the
chapter of these statutes relating to masters and servants, and which shall be
binding upon such minor as therein provided.

G. S. ch, 15, § 16.

Sec. 1823. Burial of paupers.— When any person dies in any county,
leaving insufficient money and effects to defray the necessary expenses of his
burial, and leaving no relations therein of sufficient ability to procure his bur-
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'MINNESOTA STATUTES 1891

Secs. 1824-1827.] RELIEF OF THE POOR.
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ial, the county commissioner of the district in which such person dies shall
procure a decent burial of the remains of such deceased person at the expense
of the county.

G. 8. ch. 15, § 17.

Skc. 1824. Bringing paupers into the state — Penalty.— Any person
who sends, carries, transports, removes or brings, or who causes to be sent,
carried, transported, brought or removed, any insane, idiotic, poor or indigent
person, from without this state, to any county in this state, without legal au-
thority, and there leaves or causes to be left such insane, idiotic, poor or in-
digent person, with intent to make such county to which such removal is
made chargeable with the support or relief of such insane, idiotic, poor or in-
digent person, or who induces any such last described person so to remove,
with like intent, shall forfeit the sum of fifty dollars, to be recovered by the
treasurer of the county into which such removal is made, for the support of
the poor therein; and shall, moreover, be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on
conviction, shall be fined not exceeding one hundred dollars, or imprisoned
in the county jail not exceeding three months, or both, in the discretion of the
court. : -

G. S. ch. 15, § 18,
Townx SysTeM.

Sec. 1825. When operative.— In every county of this state where poor
persons who are dependent upon the public for maintenance or velief, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of chapter fifteen (15), of the general statutes of
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight (1878), have been or shall here-
after be made a charge upon the towns or upon the incorporated cities or vil-
lages in which such poor persons have a legal residence, the system of caring
for the poor shall be known as the town system. The boards of supervisors
of the several towns and the common councils of the several incorporated cities
and villages in such counties shall be the superintendents of the poor, in their
respective towns, cities and villages, to the exclusion of the county commis-
sioners of such counties.

1889, c¢h. 170, § 2: “ An act to authorize counties to change their system of caring for the
poor.” Approved April 23, 1889. ) . N

Sko. 1826. Relief under town system.— All applications for aid in
counties having the town system of poor relief shall be made to the boards of
supervisors of the several towns or to the common councils of the incorporated
cities and villages in such counties; and the said boards of supervisors or
common councils, themselves or by committees appointed by them, shall grant
such relief as they shall deem necessary by paying for the board and care of
such persons, or providing transportation to their homes, paying rent, furnish-
ing provisions, clothing and fuel, medical attendance or burying the dead.
No cash shall be paid to any poor person under this act, and no bill shall be
allowed by any common council or board of supervisors for goods furnished
or services rendered under this act unless some member of said common coun-
cil or board of supervisors shall first certify in writing under his hand that the
said account is correct and just,that the prices charged therein are reasonable,
and that the service charged for was actually rendered, or the goods charged
for were necessary for the relief of such poor person, were actually delivered
and were of good quality. Every sach bill shall specify the names of the
paupers for whom services were rendered or goods furnished, and the amount
charged for each pauper. '

1889, ch. 170, § 8.
Skc. 1827. Residence required.— The general laws of the state as to the
residence of poor persons in order to obtain aid from counties shall apply to

the residence of poor persons in towns and incorporated cities and villages in-
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MINNESOTA STATUTES 1891
' RELIEF OF THE POOR. [SEcs. 1828-1830.

counties which shall have adopted the town system of caring for the poor.
Provided, that if any poor person shall have resided within any county con-
tinuously for one (1) year, but has not resided within any town, city or village
therein continuously for one (1) year, he shall be entitled to relief from that
town, or that incorporated city or village wherein he has resided for the long-
est period of time within the year preceding his application for relief.

1889, ch. 170, § 6.

Skc. 1823. Non-resident paupers.— In all cases where any town, city
or village in any such county shall expend any money in the removal, support,
maintenance or burial of any person who has any relative chargeable with his
or her support, or who has a legal settlement in any other county, town, city
or village within this state which is charged by law with the sapport of such
poor person, the said town, city or village shall be entitled to and may recover
from such relative or from such county, town, city or village, the same amount
and in the same manner as is provided by law for counties to recover under
like circumstances. :

1889, ch. 170, § 8.

Skc. 1829. Powers and duties of towns, etc.— In counties having the
town system of caring for the poor, the boards of supervisors of the several
towns, and the common councils of the several incorporated cities and vil-
lages, shall have the following powers and duties:

(¢) They may appoint some suitable and competent practicing physician to
be physician of the poor, whose duty it shall be, upon direction of any mem-
- ber of such board of supervisors, or common council, to attend upon and pre-
scribe for all sick poor persons requniring medical aid, who are at the time
receiving, or entitled to receive, public support or relief, according to the pro-
visions of this act. Such physician shall hold oftice daring the pleasure of
the board or council appointing him, and shall receive such compensation as
they shall from time to time, determine.

(b)) Whenever application for public relief is made by any person who has
not a legal settlement in the town, city or village in which such application
is made, but who has a legal settlement in some other county, town, city or
village in this state at the time of making such application, the board of super-
visors or the common council, or the chairman or president thereof, shall warn
such person to depart from said town, city or village; and if such person is
unable or refuses to depart within a reasonable time after being so warned,
and is likely to become chargeable upon the pablic for support, the chairman
or president aforesaid may issue an order, directed to any constable or mar-
shal in the said town, city or village, and requiring him to convey such poor
person to the county, city or town in which he has a legal settlement; and
the said constable or marshal shall take such person and convey him to the
place designated in said order. The reasonable expense of such removal shall
be allowed and paid to such officer out of the poor fund of said town, city or
village.

(c)gWhen any minor becomes chargeable upon any town, city or village,
the board of supervisors or the common council or any member thereof shall
apply to the board of county commissioners to secure the admission of such
minor to the state public school, or they shall bind such minor as an appren-
tice to some respectable person, a householder of said county, if ‘such person
can be found, who will take such minor by written indenture of the same
tenor and effect as required by the chapter of the general statutes relating to
masters and servants, and which shall be binding upon such minor, as therein
provided.

1889, ch. 170, § 5.

Sec. 1830. Pecuniary interest prohibited.— No member of any board
of supervisors, or any city or village council, which is charged with the care
82 497



MINNESOTA STATUTES 1891
Skcs. 1831-1834.] RELIEF OF THE POOR.

of the poor, under this act, shall be either directly or indirectly interested in
the furnishing of any supplies for the benefit of poor persons, or in the erec-
tion or maintenance of any poor house; and no such member shall be a phy-
sician for the poor, or overseer ot the county poor house. Any person violating
the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.

1889, ch. 170, § 4. '

Seo. 1831. Poor houses.—In any county having the town system of
poor relief, the county commissioners may establish and maintain a county
poor house with the advice and consent of the state board of corrections and
charities. The said poor house shall be governed by the provisions of sections
six (6), seven (7), eight (8) and nine (9) of chapter fifteen (15) of the general
statutes .of one thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight (1878). The cost
of establishing and maintaining it shall be paid from the county treasury;
but at their fuly meeting in each year the board of county commissioners
shall fix a weekly rate of board to be charged back upon the several towns,
cities and villages in said county, ahd paid into the county treasury from the
town, city or village poor fund. The chairman of any board of town super-
visors or the president of the common council of any city or village in such
county, shall have authority to sign commitments to the county poor house
and to designate some officer of said town, city or village to convey any poor
person to said county poor house, the expense of such conveyance to be paid
from the town, city or village poor fund. The overseer of said poor house
shall receive and care for such poor persons, provided, that the said overseer
shall not be required to receive any person who may be suffering from any
contagious or infectious disease.” The said overseer shall have authority to
discharge any inmate of the said poor house whenever, in his judgment, the
said inmate is capable of self support, or whenever he shall ascertain that
any inmate has not a legal residence in the county, or whenever the officer by
whom such person was committed shall issue an order for his discharge. The
overseer may, if he shall deem it necessary, furnish transportation to any dis-
charged inmate to the place from which he came, at the expense of the county.

1889, ch. 170, § 7. :

Skc. 1832, Taxes for support of poor.— The electors of each town, at
their annual town meeting, and the common council of each incorporated city
or village in every county having the town system of caring for the poor, shail
levy or cause to be levied, each year, a tax upon the real and personal prop-
erty in said town, city or village, respectively, of such sum as shall seem nec-
essary for the support and relief of the poor; provided, that the said levy
shall not be less than one (1) mill upon each dollar of the assessed valuation,
unless there shall be in the poor fund of said town, city or village not less
than fifty (50) dollars above the amount of orders outstanding at the time
when sach levy is made. The several town clerks, and the several city or vil-
lage clerks or recorders shall certify the facts to the county auditor.

1899, ch. 170, § 9.

Skc. 1833. Auditor to assess and levy.—The county auditor of every
county having the town sgrstem of caring for the poor shall, at any time of
making the grand tax duplicates of the county, assess and levy upon the tax-
able property of each town and each incorporated city or village in such
county the sums levied for the support and relief of the poor; provided, that
in case the proper officers of any town, city or village shall neglect to make a
levy for the support and relief of the poor, and to notify the county auditor
as herein prescribed, then it shall be the duty of the said county auditor to
make an assessment upon the said town, city or village of one (1) mill on each
dollar of the valuation for that purpose.

1889, ch. 170, § 10. '

Sec. 1834. Tax collected paid to town treasurer.— The county treas-
urer shall refund to the treasurer of each town and each incorporated city and
498
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village in such county the amount of poor funds collected from such towns,
cities and villages.

1889, ch. 170, § 11. '

Sec. 1835. EXisting county poor fund.— Any balance of the county
poor fund remaining in the county treasury when the town system of caring
for the poor goes into effect, may be used for maintaining a county poor houss,
or transferred into the county revenue fund, as the board of county commis-
sioners shall direct.

1889, ch. 170, § 12.

Skc. 1835. Election to change systems.— Whenever the county com-
missioners of any county in this state shall vote to consider the question of
changing the system of caring for the poor in said county from the county
system to the town system, or from the town system to the county system,
or whenever one-fourth (3) of the legal voters of any county, as shown by the
registration at the last preceding general election, shall petition for such a
change of system, it shall be the duty of the county commissioners of the said
county, or the county auditor, by their, direction, to lay the question before
the state board of corrections and charities at a regular meeting of that board,
stating the principal reasons for or against the proposed change. It shall be "
the duty of the state board of corrections and charities, therenpon, to present
to the said board of county commissioners, in writing, without delay, such
advice as they may deem necessary and proper and no final action shall be
taken by any board of county commissioners respecting such change of the
system of caring for the poor until the advice of the state board of correc~
tions and charities has been received. If a majority of the members of the said
board of county commissioners shall concur in favor of the proposed change,
by a yea and nay vote, the question shall be submitted to the legal voters of
said county at the next following general election in this state. ¢ the ques-
tion -be whether the town system shall be adopted, the ballots used at said
election shall have written or printed, or partly written and partly printed
thereon the words, “ For the town system of caring for the poor. Yes — no.”
If the question be whether the county system shall be adopted, the ballots.
used at said election shall have written or printed, or partly written and
partly printed, ¢ For the county system of caring for the poor. Yes—no,” and
each elector voting on said question shall erase, mark across or scratch out,
one of said words, yes or no, on said ballot and leave the other on the same:

 when deposited in the ballot box, and no ballots shall be counted except those
having one only of said words, yes or no, thereon. The votes cast upon the
question thus submitted, shall be canvassed and returned in the same manner
as votes for county ofticers, and if a majority shall be found to have voted in
favor of the said change, the same shall take effect as soon as funds shall be-
come available in the treasuries of the several towns, cities and villages in
said county for the support and care of the poor in accordance with this act.

1889, ch. 170, § 18.

€

Sro. 1837. Notice of election.— It is hereby made the duty of the county
auditor of such county, at least thirty (30) days prior to the said general elec-
tion, to notify the several town clerks and the recorders or clerks of the sev-
eral incorporated cities and villages in such county, to insert a paragraph
in the notice of the said general election, setting forth that the question of
changing the system of caring for the poor from the county system to the
town system, or from the town system to the county system, as the case may
be, will be voted upon at the said general election: Provided, however, that
any failure of any town clerk, or any city or village recorder, to give such
notice shall not invalidate such election, or prohibit the canvass of the votes
cast upon such proposition. ‘

1889, ch. 170, § 14,
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Sko. 1838. Existing systems to continue.— This act shall not be con-

strued to repeal or modify any special laws heretofore passed regulating the

care of the poor in Hennepin, Ramsey or Dakota counties, unless such coun-

ties shall hereafter change their system of caring for the poor, in accordance

with this act. All counties in this state which are now under the town sys-

tem of caring for the poor shall so continue, unless the said system shall here-
after be changed, in accordance with the provisions of this act, but in all such
counties the care of the poor shall be regulated by this act in all cases where
the special laws relating to the care of the poor in such counties are incousist-
ent with this act; and all acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act are
hereby repealed. '

1889, ch. 170, § 15.-

Pavurers DIsOHARGED FROM STATE PRISON.

i+ Sgpo.1839. State to pay for support, when.— Whenever the county
commissioners of any county in this state shall make out a claim against the
state for the maintenance or support of any pauper, coming direct from the
-state’s prison, after his or her discharge as a convict thereof, and shall set
forth by such claim the name of such convict, the term of service, date of dis-
«charge, crime for which imprisoned, together with the time such person or
persons have been supported by their county, the same duly verified under
©oath by the chairman of such county board, such claim or claims shall be
paid by the state treasurer out of the appropriation for current expenses of
state’s prison: proyided, however, that such support or maintenance shall not
be charged at a higher rate than three and one-half dollars - per week for each
person so maintained: and provided further, that no money shall be paid
under the provisions of this act for the support of any pauper so discharged
pprior to its passage, except the amount which will be due to Washington
«county for the support of John Klohn. .

1875, ch. 116, § 1: ** An act to provide for the maintenance of paupers discharged from the
:state’s prison.” Approved February 27, 1875.

Sko. 1840. Same.— And that any claim or claims for the support of such
«convict paupers before the first of January, one thousand eight hundred and
-seventy-five, shall be made out up to that date, and thereafter such claims
shall be made annually, and be presented by the treasurer of the county mak-
ing such claim. -

1875, ch. 116, § 2.

Buriar or INpigENT SorLDIERS AND MARINES.

‘Seo. 1841, County commissioners to act.— That it shall be the duty
-of the board of county commissioners in each county of this state to desig-
nate some suitable person in each commissioner’s district of their county,
whose duty it shall be to caunse to be decently and honorably interred the
body of any honorably discharged soldier, sailor or marine who served in the
army or navy of the United States during the late war of the rebellion or in
the Mexican war, or who served in the campaign against the Indians in the

" state of Minnesota in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-two (1862), and
‘was not enlisted in the service of the United States, who may hereafter die
without, leaving sufficient means to defray his funeral expenses: Provided,
that the expense of such burial shall not exceed the sum of thirty-five dollars
(835): and, provided further, that in case surviving relatives of the deceased
or posts or comrades of the ¢ Grand Army of the Republic” shall desire to
conduct the funeral they shall be permittcd to do so and the expenses shall
be paid as herein provided.

1887, ch, 150, § 1: ““ An act to authorize the burial by the state of the bodies of honorably
discharged soldiers, sailors or marines who may hereafter die without having sufficient means

o defray his funeral expenses.” Approved March 2, 1887,
: : 500
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Sec. 1842. Same — Expenses.— Such burial shall not be made in any
cemetery or place used exclusively for the burial of the pauper dead and the
expense of said burial and headstone shall be paid by the state of Minnesota,
as follows:

The said board of county commissioners shall report all such expenditures,.
with accompanying vouchers, properly attested by the county auditor of said
county, to the state anditor who shall thereupon draw his warrant on the
state treasurer in favor of and payable to the county treasurer of the county
wherein said expenditures were incurred.

1887, ch. 150, § 8.

Sko. 1843. Same — Headstone.— The grave of any such deceased soldier,
sailor or marine shall be marked by a headstone containing the name, date of
birth, date of death of the deceased and the name of the organization to which
he belonged or in which he served or so much of the foregoing as may be
obtainable, provided that the said board of county commissioners shall first.
have applied to and been unable to obtain such headstone from the general
government and provided further that the cost of such headstone and of plac-
ing the same shall not exceed the sum of fifteen dollars (§15): Provided, that
when any such headstone shall be furnished by the general government, the
person appointed by the county commissioners, or in case such burial is con-
ducted by the relatives of such deceased soldier, sailor or marine, or by any
comrade, or post of the Grand Army of the Republic, then such relatives, com-
rades or officers of such post conducting such funeral are authorized to pur-
chase a ‘base stone in which to place and erect such headstone at a cost,
including the cost of placing the same, of not more than seven dollars and
fifty cents ($7.50), and after such stone is placed and erected, proof thereof to-
gether with accompanying vouchers, shall be tiled with the county auditor to
be paid as hereafter provided.

1887, ch. 150, § 2, as amended 1889, ch. 120. Approved April 8th.

Sec. 1844. Same — Appropriation.— There is hereby appropriated from
any money in the state treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of one
thousand dollars ($1,000) annually or so much thereof as may be necessary
for the purpose of carrying this act into effect.

1887, ch. 150, § 4

NOTE.

Seed grain where crops wholly or partially destroyed.— Acts 1877, ch. 156, appro-
priated $75,000 to furnish seed grain to sutferers from grasshopper ravages by March 15, 1877,
and provide for a tax upon the property of those assisted payable one-half on expiration of each
two years following. Sec. 14 of this act, authorizing tax on all property in the county in case
of failure to collect from borrower, was repealed by acts 1887, ch. 192, § 2. Acts 1878, ch. 94,
furnished seed grain where crop of 1877 was partially or wholly destroyed by grasshoppers, and
provided for a tax and alien on the crop of those receiving aid. To furnish the money for this
purpose acts 1878, ch. 93, authorized state to borrow $100,000. The time for payment of the
tax under acts 1878, ch. 94, was extended by acts 1881, ch. 149, and authority to tax whole
county in case of default. Acts 1885, ch. 226, as amended 1887, ch. 192, provided for cancel-
ing the loans made under acts 1877, ch. 156, and 1878, ch. 94, where persons are impoverished
or have died or removed from the state. Acts 1887, ch. 182, provided for furnishing seed grain
where crop of 1886 was partially or wholly destroyed by hail in Marshall, Polk, Big Stone, Lac
qui Parle, Swift, Norman, Chippewa, Becker and Wilkin, Acts 1889, ch. 4, provided for fur-
nishing seed grain where crop of 1888 was partially or wholly destroyed by frost or blight or
hail in Otter Tail, Hubbard, Becker, Clay, Norman, Polk, Marshall, Kittson, Beltrami and
Wadena, Section 9 of this act amended 1889, ch. 5, Time to execute the act extended to
April 10th, by acts 1889, ch. 6,

501



